
         Crystal Lake, Ill. 
         Oct. 16, 1939 
Dear Family: 

Mary wrote the rules and regulations which I enclose – if there are any additions or corrections please 
make them. Mary said I was to write the first letter and send it to Dorothy and Lyle at Michigan State. 
It’s grand to have such a nice family to write letters to. I intended to write to Lyle & Dorothy, so this will 
have to do this week. 

Joe and Mary Kientz were home yesterday. Joe was at home coming at DeKalb, went to football game, 
DeKalb and Wheaton .  DeKalb won and they went to a dance Fri. and Sat. nites, and drove home Sun. 
morning. It was good to see them. Ruth and Phil brot their family here in afternoon. They are all growing 
so fast, and Susan is so nice. Virginia found your collections of bugs in the attic Lyle and she said that 
was just what they were studying at school, so let her take them. Mary had a few moths so she had 
quite a collection. She said she would take good care of them. She is in Lutir Acriv’s (?) room. I guess 
that’s the way to spell it. 

This is going to be a busy week, both socially and otherwise. Tonite the Mens Club have a dinner at 
Church. Philip is going with Pop, and Rodney may go. They expect about 80 tomorrow. I am invited to a 
Garden Club meeting and in the evening I want to have Frank Miller here to play cards. He leaves for 
Florida on Thursday. We played twice lately. Wed. night is quarterly meeting at church. Thur. Ruth and I 
are going to a lunch at church. Friday morning Mary drives to Joliet to an all day teachers meeting and 
Sat. they will all be off to Purdue game. Hope you win Lyle. Pop and I would like to come too but they 
are having home coming here and its Philip’s Sr. year so we may come to some game at M.S. later. 

We went to game at Woodstock Sat. C.L. won 8-0. They played until almost dark. Big Red McCausland 
wrenched his back and they took him to hospital. Philip went to see him later in evening. They brot him 
home and I think  it’s just a muscle wrenched. They carried him off on a stretcher. Everyone was so 
alarmed. There was a big crowd, lots from C.L. 

Dad and I went to Arlington Heights and to the game at C.L. last year. Philip hurt his arm the first game 
and it isn’t alright yet. The coach said he is not to practice this week and if it is no better will x-ray it. 
They are anxious to win next week. Warren is pretty good I guess. Philip has been making posters for 
homecoming, etc. I hope it won’t be a cold day. 

Shirley and Elizabeth were both home last Thursday, so we drove to Grayslake to see the folks there. I 
haven’t seen much of them lately. Geo and Martha’s house is so nice and their (lawn?) looks nice. 

Bob and Jean’s new addition is a great improvement, house looks so nice from outside and their 
bedroom is something we all envy. Bobbie is a lovely baby and if Susan don’t look out he will soon catch 
up with her. Jean says he is so hungry. I know Jean will tell you all about him in her letter. 

Grandma Ewing, Jean’s mother, gave Shirley some silver and dishes for her apartment, and Shirley was 
so pleased. She said the day after she entertained her family (just the young folks) at a steak dinner. The 
landlord asked them to move but she told them it was just her brothers and sisters, so she is still there. 
She takes her state board exam next month. Hope it won’t be so hard. 

Rodney is still at the carpenter trade and Lillian is still with as factory is busy. Rod goes to nite school 
again and types and studies every nite. He said he wished he was coming to game at Purdue.  

They all had such a good time at Booth’s, and that they were such nice people. I think it was fine of them 
to take all that trouble. They are still talking about it. I am so glad we had a chance to meet them. 
Maybe they can come here sometime. 



Most every one has drawn their name for Xmas. I will copy the list. You might like to know who got who. 
Mary Kientz put her name in yesterday. 

Raymond has been gone two weeks  now, was in Iowa,  Omaha Neb., and Wichita Kansas. May be home 
this week.  Hope he can get to one of the Mich. S. games. He wants to. 

Both the grandsons Douglas and Charles are out for football. They will have to tell you all about it when 
they write.  

I have joined a class in Bible study, have to read the book of Mark this week, if I have time. I will make a 
batch of cookies to send you two. There was no room in laundry bag. 

Pop (sat?) Bennie Rigby’s chickens.  Sarah, Melvin, Ruth Schroeder and (Harold?) Benson drove to city 
last nite. Guess they went to a show. 

Here are a couple of clippings I cut out of last week’s local papers. 

 

 

 

 

Well I must get to work. I want to make mince meat. I made a pepper relish last week. Pop and Philip set 
up the cook stove Sat. morning. It feels good these cold mornings. Pop is trimming trees for Mrs. Kellogg 
today. We drove over to Esther’s, went to see Lewis’s locker. It certainly is an interesting place. 

Well I’ll be hearing from you all soon. Take care of yourselves. 

         Love, Mother 

I just got a letter from Ray. He will be in Wichita Kan.  all week, write him Dorothy. Address is Sunflower 
Auto Court, 1220 W. Douglas. He wants to get his new car when he gets home and wants to get to a 
game.  Be sure and write him a line. Mother 

 

 

   The first meeting of the year for the Libertyville Woman’s 
Club took place yesterday afternoon, attracting a crowd of 
about one-hundred members who watched, interestedly, as 
Mrs. Lewis Mills, new president, called the business session to 
order. Mrs . Mills , who served as publicity chairman last year, 
replaces Mrs. H. E. Underbrink as head of the club.  
     Judging yesterday’s splendid turnout and the lively 
enthusiasm that prevailed at the initial meet, it appears that 
the 1939-40 season will be one of the outstanding successes 
for the Libertyville Club. 

Orchids to Philip Rockenbachfor the fine work he has performed the 
past three years of high school. He has already started out with a 
“bang” as the president of the senior class.  
     As he is “tops” in sports, an ambitious student, and an “all around 
good sport”, Phil holds the respect and admiration of his fellow 
students. 
     “Tuffy” happens to be one of those fellows, who will help out in a 
pinch and not boast about it. He contributes his share towards 
committee work, classroom recitation, and many other activities. Phil 
is rather a serious fellow, but can be very entertaining if he chooses to 
be so. 
     Keep up the good work “Tuffy” for your alma mater!    Lyle “Ike” Rockenbach gave a very creditable performance 

with Michigan State Saturday for a game against the University 
of Michigan. Rockenbach is considered one of the best 
linemen on the nation’s  gridiron. 
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